Postnatal development of vasopressin mRNA content in supraoptic and paraventricular nucleus of the Wistar rat.
Levels of mRNA coding the vasopressin precursor (VP mRNA) were determined in the supraoptic and paraventricular nucleus during the first month of postnatal development of the Wistar rat by solution hybridization assay and Northern blot analysis. The supraoptic and paraventricular nuclei showed a marked increase in VP mRNA to adult levels during that period. These results indicate an upregulation of vasopressin gene expression in supraoptic and paraventricular nuclei after birth, a period in which vasopressin starts to become involved in kidney function.